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Preface
{ The makeup of this book
Questions (this book)
< Reading kanji > 75 questions : 5 questions x 15 sets
< Writing kanji > 75 questions : 5 questions x 15 sets
< Forming words > 50 questions @ 5 questions x 10 sets
< Context comprehension > 105 questions : 7 questions x 15 sets
< Rephrasing synonyms > 50 questions : 5 questions x 10 sets
< Usage of words > 50 questions : 5 questions x 10 sets
Explanations (separate booklet)

< Features of and how to use this book

(1)A large number of questions are provided

This book contains a large number of practice tests in the area of “characters and vocabulary™ for
those who are going to take the new “Japanese Proficiency Test” Level N2. From among the N2 Level
kanji (over 1000) and vocabulary (over 6000), some of the most important ones that are most likely to
be asked in the test have been selected.

The knowledge of kanji and vocabulary is the most basic for learning Japanese. With the acquisition
of characters and vocabulary, you will certainly be able to earn higher scores in grammar or
comprehension tests. Learning characters and vocabulary tends to be monotonous and boring, but if
you learn them while you answer questions in the tests, you will find it more fun to learn them than
simply memorizing them. A shortcut for you to pass the test is to try as many practice questions as
possible. We hope you study this book hard and can finally pass the test.

(2)You can proceed gradually by taking one test at a time

Each of the six sets of practice tests are split into 10 to 15 portions so you can proceed your study little
by little. You can begin with whichever portion you want, but make sure you fill in your score each
time in the score space at the top of the page so you know your current level. When you have finished
all the tests, go back to the first one and try again. Mark the ones in which your answers were wrong,
and try not to make the same error again. We advise you not to write the answers on the book so you
can try the same questions repeatedly.

(3)Helpful explanations are provided

You will find the correct answers and explanations (translations of words and phrases, tips and
answering techniques) in the sepatate booklet. 1f you don't have time to read all the explanations, you
can just check the correct answers and read only the explanations for the ones in which your answers
were wrong. If you do have time, please read the explanations carefully even if your answers were
correct but you were not confident. By reading the explanations, you'll be able to further improve
your skill.

(4)Translations for words, phrases, complex sentences are provided

You will find out the meanings of words, expressions, and rather complex sentences easily because
translations of them are provided in the separate booklet. Explanations are not hard to understand
because rather difficult explanations are translated into English, Chinese, and Korean.

< How to prepare for N2 “Characters and Vocabulary”
< Reading kanji >

You are asked to choose the right readings of words written in kanji. You need to choose the right
readings written in hiragana, so you must know exactly how to rewrite kanji characters using hiragana.
Below are some examples of kanji readings you need to pay special attention to:

I. Long and short sounds : Examples (fi5) Lx9 TA/ (B L Th (BH) E50&
2/ (8L EXA (KD A5DS5/ (RN ASLCA (Hl) DS/ (i) Wi

2. Voiceless and voiced sounds : Examples (Kff) 20 L 7 (KT) Zn< (R 2/
(EWE) LWEhP

3. Shift to double consonants : Examples (38 iZD® W,/ (BRR) Z->TU &5
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4. Shift to semi-voiced sounds : Examples () l:t'J“C!u/ (B Lw-ED

L el &2 8

5. Kanji with multiple readings : Examples [E!J(El Eili bkEl —H)
FTJ (1‘ Tﬁﬁ J:T Tha, 'Fé 'Fﬁ\‘%))

&

6. Kanji with special readings : Examples EN rﬂAJ Tﬁﬁ'.] ”%EJ [Rm ] [ﬁF‘J
< Choosing the right kanji >

You are asked to choose the right kanji which should represent proper meanings written in hiragana.
You are only asked to choose the right kanji among the four choices in the test, but we advise you to
actually practice writing kanji with a pen on a piece of paper. Otherwise, you won't be able to learn
them properly. Below are some examples which look/sound alike and so you need to pay special
attention to.

1. Kanji which look alike : Examples [¥ /%] [fa /) [#&/#] [B8./FA)

2. Kanji which have the same left and right radicals : Examples [f##i] (22 /&%)
[ Wpk) [BRHEBE

3. Homonyms @ Examples [Z/h ) 2 @] ([CLA BIE /B /W8] [HTWL RKE/
RE /B KE] (L2 ADS/ 495 /82] (507 B3 /BT /87

< Word formation > (You will find a more detailed list on pages 56-58)
Questions on derivatives and compounds whlch are madc up of two or more words combined together.

Examples of derivatives : <%~ > %ﬁ ﬁiﬁ%i Ziﬂﬁ %E[ﬁ]

LA AL el

<@~> BRE. wmiE m¥E sk
< |~ > #ﬁi\#@%\ﬂﬁﬁ =L, WER mE%

ZANL g BAMA

<~{k> &?k.%ﬁ&.ﬁ?g
<~fE> T%Ezﬁgﬁ‘f%ﬁ
Examples of compound verbs ~IEI%> > MKE S, %é’lﬁl»‘b I%LIEI%: ﬁtﬂ‘l%

<~ ENB>TE A, 0 FiFs, Bhims <~ET>RET. DHHET. tHiﬁT

< Content comprehension >

You are asked to guess the meaning of a sentence and to choose the proper word which matches the
sentence. This is a standard type of vocabulary questions. You may find it sort of fun like playing a
game to try to find the proper words to fill in the blanks, but you need to be very careful in choosing
the right one because the four choices given are very much alike in meaning, sound, or kanji.

< Rephrasing synonyms >

You are asked to choose the word which has (about) the same meaning as of the underlined word in a
sentence. You can pick the right word if you know the meaning of both the underlined word and of
the choices. A lot of people use cards or a notebook for learning vocabulary, but you could also
practice rephrasing words using different Japanese words when learning vocabulary rather than simply
translating them into your native language. It will be effective in enhancing your vocabulary if you do
this, because you can learn two or three words at the same time.

< Usage of words >

You are asked to choose the right sentence which has the proper usage of the underlined word in the
sentence. Because this is a vocabulary question, you need to judge if a word is being properly used in
a sentence rather than judging the grammatical accuracy. You cannot pick the right sentence unless
you know how a word is used in a sentence besides the original meaning of it. Therefore, it will be no
good to just memorize vocabulary mechanically. You need to learn how they are used in sentences.
Pick example sentences that are easy to remember, and memorize the whole sentences. For example,
when you want to learn the word “tema” ( ¥F3'1 ), you memorize the sentence “This work takes a lot of
work.” ( «..mf_t$li$f"1fﬁf} % ). Katakana words are also asked, and although they are foreign
words, you need to know the right usage as used in Japanese.
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